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Black and White Revival

by Dave Butcher

Wa have Just had the fest snows of winter
hera in the Peak District as | write thss from
iy, gallery. Winter (s my fawourite bme of
year and it's just signatied (s arrival

|'am a fine art phatographer working
elusively In black and white. Howaver for
marmy years | worked a5 a chamest and
regukatary affass: specialist for Mard Phato
ithe leading manutacturar of black and white
filres and papers) hafore leaving 5 years ago
i Tollow my passion for phatography, Now
with ey wife Jan we run & sucoessiul fing
art photography busingss salling my hand-
printed sitver-gelating photographs and
books of my photographs, kecturing, running
coursas, taking commissions and koensing
my images for various purposes from
ilhustration to PR and aivartsing.

For many years | hkave been buiting 4
picture library that includss landscapes in
1he UK, Bwrope and America, A seleclion has
already bean mchuded in my 2 books. “High
Leght' was published in 2005 and has
already been reprinted, ‘Peak Light” was
pulsiishad in 2007, baing an the Peak
District whera wa have livid and warked for
1hie fast 20 years, |t containg 90 phetographs
offering & different perspective on popular
places as well a5 the not-s0-Tamiliar, | never
cease to be amapad by the natural beauly
an iy doorstep and ‘Pesk Light' depicts the
place that | ive and love.

Apart from (he Peak District, | have travelied
widaly @nd the UK library includies. the Lake
Disfrict. Yorkshire Dakes, Snowdaonia, West
Country and the Scatlish Highlands and
Islands. Fasther afield we have a very Broge
nismber of shots faken in e French, Swiss,
[kalian, Austrian and German Alps. The big
peaks such as Mont Blanc, Matierhom and
the Eiger ane included, as well as many olhed
areas. Colorads landscapes leature stromghy
with images Irom mast areas across the stae
including the Rockies, Mesa Varde, Gresat Sand
Dumes. Grand Mesa and Pawnae Buttes, | also
hava a collection of mountainaering, skiing
and snowshoging pactures since 1hese are the
best ways o travel across-my workplace = the
great ouldoars — in wintar. There are pictures
in all seasons and in all weathars o add
sariaty o the library,

Some of my most popular images are of tees,
waterfals and smafler parts of the landscape.
For example, [t i a selection of thess that
Have just been used Dy a fing arl pulsesner,
based in Germarny, for worldwide dstribution
fhrousgh gallenss stc.

The other main subgect anaa for me (s pictoral
archileciune ol towns and ciies, such a5
London, Cambridge, Paris, Venice, Washingion
and Mew Yok, which ara really popular. Bfack
and white can produce stekindg imaoes of
twildings and city scenes, scmething diflenant
fo the usual full Coloar images.

For equipment, | axclusiviety use Mamiva
mdium format cameras with Hord film. This
coembination is very reliable, even when
working at -25C on a 4000 matre poak in
the Alps - thene |s no sharicwt o & good
gholl This gres me a large negalive, wiher
6% 6 cm or 6 T e, 10 work with to
produce tha high quality that & needed. This
Includes the =i mountameering shats
whire, aven with the physical demands of
the actrvity, | will not compromése on guality
The negatives:are then hand-printed in my
darkroom toproduce the final photograph.
This k= ol course thie sacond creabive step in
1 procass; the negative is the starding
poant. Prins arg then scannaed 1o provide
image files for publication and lloansing,

| hawe tens of tholsands of negatives and
ragutarhy add to hese, many @re as yat
umprinted, S0 please ask A you have
something specific in mand.
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